
Strawbery Banke Museum begins the construction of an Abenaki Wigwam to Enhance
Interpretation of Local Indigenous Peoples’ History

Portsmouth, New Hampshire (April 26, 2021) - Strawbery Banke Museum is planning to
building a traditional Indigenous peoples’ wigwam for the 2021 season to enhance the Museum’s
interpretation of Abenaki history.

“Wigwam” is the word for “house” in the Abenaki language. Traditionally, the wigwam can vary
in size, from temporary hunting shelters that housed two or three, to large ones for an extended
family. A domed structure, Abenaki wigwams are constructed with a frame of maple saplings
and covered with large sheets of bark. The museum plans to complete the structure for the
opening of Strawbery Banke’s Historic House season on June 19.

Paul and Denise Pouliot, the head speakers of the Cowasuck Band of Pennacook-Abenaki People
based in Alton, NH are overseeing the wigwam construction. Materials were sourced locally and
donated by the University of New Hampshire, with the help of Stephen Eisenhauer, the
Woodlands Manager for the Office of Woodlands and Natural Areas, a part of the College of Life
Sciences and Agriculture and the Agricultural Experiment Station.

Possible evidence of a wigwam was uncovered in 2015 during archaeological excavations behind
the Yeaton-Walsh House at Strawbery Banke, supplementing other archaeological artifacts, oral
histories and research that indicate how Abenaki people visited the Seacoast for seasonal hunting
and fishing.

“Field school students identified a possible post mold, or stain in the soil, indicating where a
wigwam pole or stake might have been placed,” said Alexandra Martin, Museum Archaeologist.
“This evidence is an exciting addition to the museum’s small, but diverse, collection of
Indigenous-made artifacts uncovered on site, which are now on display in the Jones House.”

In 2019, Strawbery Banke Museum opened the “People of the Dawnland” exhibit in the Jones
House Discovery Center, to feature the museum’s artifacts, interpretation, and interactive
exhibits exploring the Indigenous people of the Piscataqua region, past and present. Along with
seasonal programming and special events, the exhibit is part of the museum’s continued work to



extend the historic narrative of the Puddle Dock neighborhood beyond the settlement by the first
Europeans in 1623. However, due to ongoing concerns surrounding the pandemic, Jones House
and the “People of the Dawnland” exhibit will remain temporarily closed to the public for the
upcoming Historic House Season.

“With the continued temporary closure of the People of the Dawnland exhibit, it was extremely
important for Strawbery Banke to create an outdoor component to complement the Museum’s
interpretation of Abenaki history,” said Lawrence J. Yerdon, Strawbery Banke Museum President
and CEO. “The wigwam will give visitors the opportunity to imagine what the landscape might
have looked like when English settlers arrived almost 400 years ago. At the same time, its
presence will inform visitors’ appreciation of contemporary Abenaki culture and our Indigenous
advisors’ guidance in interpreting Abenaki construction techniques, resourcefulness and
sustainability.”

General museum admission will include the ability to view the wigwam, which is situated on
what would have been the banks of the tidal inlet that formed the center of the historic Puddle
Dock neighborhood. For more information on the wigwam, COVID-19 precautions, and visitor
information, visit StrawberyBanke.org

About Strawbery Banke Museum
Strawbery Banke Museum, in the heart of downtown Portsmouth, NH, is a 10-acre history
museum interpreting over 300 years of history, from Indigenous history to the present day,
through historical houses on their original foundations, heirloom gardens, traditional crafts, and
costumed roleplayers who share the stories of the families who lived in the authentic waterfront
neighborhood of Puddle Dock. The Museum welcomes visitors, members, schoolchildren, and
volunteers for daily programs, exhibits, skating, and signature special events throughout the
year. Strawbery Banke Museum is funded in part by grants from the New Hampshire Charitable
Foundation; the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts & National Endowment for the Arts;
the Institute of Museum and Library Services; the National Endowment for the Humanities:
Democracy demands wisdom; and the New Hampshire Land and Community Heritage
Investment Program. For more information and a complete calendar of events, please visit
StrawberyBanke.org
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