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Preparing to interpret one story on 
Portsmouth’s Black Heritage Trail 
-- Judge Samuel Penhallow whose 
home and office were once in this 
house when it was two blocks away 
-- Strawbery Banke found a deeper, 
richer history within the walls.

When last occupied, just before 
the museum was created in 1958, 
Penhallow House contained three 
apartments and the daily lives of an 
extended African-American family. 

Like many other houses in the 
neighborhood, many of the original 
1750 architectural features -- doors, 
cornices, window glass, and several 
windows with folding window shutters 
and window seats -- surrounded the 
family, along with floral wallpaper and 
linoleum of the 1950s. 

Strawbery Banke intends to interpret 
the 20th century Black experience in 
Penhallow House.

Scope of the Work
Overview:
Strawbery Banke Museum does not 
intend to phase the work at Penhal-
low House over time. The rehabilita-
tion will be approached as a compre-
hensive, all-inclusive project treating 
the building.

Need, Exterior: $408,504
Intent: Repair or replace damaged 
siding and trim. Paint entire exterior, 
except exposed masonry at foun-
dation. Rehabilitate wood windows 
according to the DOI best practices. 
Add new storm windows to the inte-
rior side of all residential apartments 
and Strawbery Banke Museum 
storage space windows to protect 
and improve the performance of the 
existing historic windows. 

Need, Interior: $652,803 
Intent: Rehabilitate the interior to 
include three apartments and one 
exhibit space created from the triplex 
plan of the 1930s. One of the origi-
nal three apartments will allow for a 
two-story exhibit space and the other 
two apartments will be converted to 
two (2) one-bedroom and one (1) 
two-bedroom apartments. All existing 
plaster walls and woodwork will be 
rehabilitated, following DOI Preser-
vation guidelines. Where it is neces-
sary to provide new plumbing and 
electrical work for the new kitchen 
and bathrooms, new gypsum board 
partitions will be constructed in front 
of the existing plaster walls, so that 
no additional plaster will be removed.

IN THE PENHALLOW HOUSE, 
VISITORS LEARN A CHAPTER 
FROM THE 1950s BLACK 
HISTORY OF PORTSMOUTH

• Just as important to the 
preservation mission of the 
museum, as one of the last 
houses at Strawbery Banke to be 
rehabilitated since preservation 
work began more than 50 years 
ago, this important building 
threatens to compromise its 
structure.

• Historical research on its last 
occupants is underway; and the 
findings from two archaeological 
field schools around the 
foundation are being processed 
in the archaeology lab.  

• When the research is complete, 
this house at 91-95 Washington 
Street, will allow visitors to further 
explore 20th century Puddle 
Dock, the African American 
culture and history of the 
neighborhood, Black employment 
at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
and Portsmouth’s participation in 
the Civil Rights Movement.  

Penhallow House

$1.2.million 
for Heritage House Program
preservation and historical 
interpretation

SPOTLIGHT

Gathered t Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in May 1965 to discuss 
employment oportunities for African Americans were (left to right) 
Kenneth Richardson PNSY EEO Committee, Joseph Derwicki, 
EEO Chair; Barney Hill, Portsmouth NAACP; PNSY Commander 
Capt. William Hushing; Helen Ebbeson, acting chair Seacoast 
Council on Religion and Race (SCORR); Thomas Cobbs, 
president Portsmouth NAACP and Dudley Dudley, executive 
secretary SCORR.

Kenneth “Bunny” Richardson, a 20th century 
story of Black Portsmouth and Civil Rights. 

The Penhallow House offers Strawbery Banke the 
opportunity to present the 20th century Portsmouth 
Civil Rights story of Kenneth “Bunny” Richardson

Washington Street in Portsmouth was home to many 
African-American families during the 1930s. Kenneth 
and Eleanor Cousins, lived in the Penhallow house 
during the Depression and until their divorce at the 
start of World War II. 

Eleanor’s brother, Kenneth “Bunny” D. Richardson 
(1914-1994) moved into the same apartment in the 
1950s. In 1930, according to the census, he lived in 
a rented home at 51 Marcy Street, (where the family 
had lived since at least 1918) with his Georgia-born 
mother and native New Hampshire father, Alexander. 
Alexander was a galvanizer at the Shipyard, and 
Willetta was in service in a private home. Young 
Kenneth attended the Whipple Junior High School 
and played the saxophone, and then trombone.  

As an adult, Bunny worked at the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, and became the first black Supervisor.  
He sat on the Equal Employment Opportunities 
Committee (EEO), administering and enforcing civil 
rights laws against workplace discrimination.  

He also offered barbershop services in his home 
and led a brass band. His band’s performances 
around the Seacoast were documented in a number 
of Portsmouth Herald advertisements.  Bunny 
married a few times, the first in 1936. Sadly that first 
marriage experienced the birth of a stillborn child. He 
is buried in Harmony Grove Cemetery.  


