
 

 

Section 106 Review Posting 
 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
Regarding the National Endowment for the Humanities ’Section 
106 Review of  
Strawbery Banke Museum’s Penhallow House Project 
 
The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) has offered 
the Strawbery Banke Museum, a grant for the restoration of 
Penhallow House. NEH is an independent grant-making agency 
of the United States government dedicated to supporting 
research, education, preservation, and public programs in the 
humanities. This public notice is issued as part of NEH’s 
responsibilities under 36 C.F.R. Part 800, the regulations which 
implement Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) of 1966, as amended, 16 U.S.C. § 470.  
 
NEH, a funding agency, is required by regulation to identify and 
assess the effects of any proposed actions on historic properties. 
If any proposed action will have an adverse effect on historic 
resources, NEH works with the appropriate parties to seek ways 
to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse effects.  Additionally, 
the Section 106 regulations require NEH to consider the views of 
the public on preservation issues when making final decisions 
that affect historic properties. 
 
The Strawbery Banke Museum’s restoration and rehabilitation of 
the 93 Washington Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801 will keep most 
of the structure’s current form and appearance. Restoration will 
represent the mid-20th century. Existing materials will stay in 
place where possible and any failing material will be replaced in-
kind. Work includes:  
 



 

 

* Failing clapboards will be replaced in-kind.Clapboards on the 
lower section of the east elevation will be replaced where 
necessary to create the c. 1913 porches. Removal and re-
homing of vents and utilities cluttering up the east elevation. 
* The windows will be removed, repaired, reglazed and 
reinstalled. 
* The blocked door on the east elevation will be unblocked and 
restored to a working door. 
* The brick foundation is failing.It will be rebuilt with structural 
existing bricks and new bricks will be used as needed.It will be 
clear which are the new bricks are used. The front granite 
foundation will be lifted up and re-set. Note, the foundation work 
will be monitored by the staff archaeologist. 
* Remove the existing 1989 porches and re-introduce the 
domestic c. 1913 porches. 
* The roof will be replaced in-kind with asphalt shingles. 
* Because of the poor condition of the existing chimney stacks, 
they will be rebuilt in place.The third missing chimney stack with 
be reproduced to match the two exiting.New brick will be used to 
build this stack. 
* The front granite steps will be re-set in place as they have 
shifted over the years.They meet code as there are only two 
steps. 
* The side door stairs will have to be rebuilt because of code, 
because of the four-riser run.This will include the existing 
handrail and backboards from the 1933 documentation but will 
necessarily include balusters. 
 
Penhallow House was originally built on the Southeast corner of 
Pleasant and Court Streets, by Deacon Samuel Penhallow.  He 
had purchased the land in 1748. It was built as a two-story, 
center chimney, center hall dwelling with a one-story ell on the 
rear elevation.  Interestingly, there is interior physical evidence 



 

 

that the two staircases to the second floor and attic and located 
in the northwest and southeast corners of the dwelling.  The 
building was moved to its current location in 1862, as 
documented by a newspaper notice and the archaeological 
evidence of an 1862 penny.  It was vertically cut into two pieces 
to be moved. At this time, the center chimney was removed and 
was replaced with three stacks with smaller flues which served 
the various fireboxes on each floor.  By 1878, the house was 
made into a duplex.  By 1913, it was a triplex, when back 
porches were added.   
 
On May 22, 2021, Nadine Miller, Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer for New Hampshire, advised that the 
proposed undertaking will have no adverse effect upon have no 
effect on the qualities or characteristics that may contribute to 
the National Register significance or integrity of the campus, as 
defined by Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
 
As required by Section 106, NEH is providing the public with 
information about this project, as well as an opportunity to 
comment on any knowledge of, or concerns with, historic 
properties in the proposed project area, and issues relating to the 
project’s potential effects on historic properties.  Comments may 
be submitted to the NEH by e-mail to FPO@neh.gov.  The 
deadline for submitting comments is Monday, August 9, 2021. 


