
 

 
 

Strawbery Banke Museum announces the retirement of Lawrence J. Yerdon, President 

and CEO 

 

Portsmouth, NH - Strawbery Banke Museum’s President and CEO Lawrence J. Yerdon has 

announced his plans to retire from the Museum in January 2023. At the helm of the Museum for 

the past 18 years, Yerdon played a critical role in transforming the Museum into a year-round 

Portsmouth destination and renowned educational institution. Yerdon intends to remain in 

Portsmouth to pursue hobbies and stay active in the community he loves. 

 

After much consideration, I’ve decided to retire after 18 years as Strawbery Banke’s President 

and CEO,” said Lawrence J. Yerdon. “I am so grateful to the many individuals, including the 

Board of Trustees, National Council members, staff, and volunteers, who have supported 

Strawbery Banke in so many ways. It has been a privilege to lead the Museum and work with 

these individuals to help realize Strawbery Banke’s mission and make the Museum a vibrant and 

year-round destination.” 

 

Yerdon has spearheaded numerous innovative projects and programs. Passionate about making 

history accessible to all, Yerdon established the History Within Reach Scholarship program 

allowing thousands of schoolchildren from disadvantaged school districts to visit the Museum 

for free each year. Additionally, he created the Heritage House Program (HHP), which restores 

and leases underutilized space in the Museum’s historic houses, generating income for continued 

maintenance.  

 

“When Larry came to the Museum, his greatest challenges were the large number of unrestored 

buildings and insufficient funding to complete projects that would build confidence in Strawbery 

Banke as a living history museum,” said Jane Nylander, former Director of Strawbery Banke 

Museum/president emerita of Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 

(SPNEA)/Historic New England. “Larry continued the work that had begun under previous 

leadership, moving forward with the diverse interpretive stories and exhibits telling history over 

time that made Strawbery Banke Museum an early leader in this work.  He has truly been 

wonderful for the institution and for the Portsmouth community.” 

 

"Thanks to Larry, Strawbery Banke Museum has been set on a progressive course towards a long 

and productive future,” said Richard Candee of the Portsmouth Historical Society and Professor 

Emeritus, Preservation Studies Program, Boston University. “Larry was the first leader to keep 

the Museum’s budget in the black and did so with his long view of broad community use and the 

financial realities of real estate to achieve successful historic preservation.” 

 



 

The New England Museum Association (NEMA) awarded Yerdon a Lifetime Achievement 

Award in 2018, in recognition of his “professional commitment to excellence, service to others, 

leadership having mentored countless museum professionals… and support of NEMA including 

as its Past President.” 

 

“Larry will leave his successor with an extraordinary record of innovative and sustainable ways 

to fulfill Strawbery Banke’s mission and financial stability,” said Cynthia Fenneman, Chair of 

the Board of Trustees. “He is recognized in the museum community as a consummate 

professional who works to endow his collections, empower Strawbery Banke for long-term 

sustainability, and mentor other museum leaders. He has designed exciting initiatives such as the 

Heritage House Program, which now serves as a model for similar museums. The Board and 

staff are immensely grateful for his transformational leadership during the past 18 years and for 

his crucial role in making the Museum the jewel that it is.” 

 

As Strawbery Banke evolved, Yerdon played a critical role in working towards increasing the 

accessibility of the historic houses, gardens, and landscapes. He advocated for the creation and 

implementation of children's programming and hands-on exhibits, as well as expanded the 

breadth of history that the Museum aims to teach. The expanded range of storytelling also 

reaches into the future with “Water Has a Memory: Preserving Strawbery Banke and Portsmouth 

from Sea Level Rise,” addressing present-day problems of sea level rise and its impacts on the 

Museum’s historic houses. The museum is also working toward the rehabilitation of the 

Penhallow House, which will interpret the stories of its 20th-century African American residents. 

 

“Larry’s work on sharing more inclusive stories of Portsmouth’s and Puddle Dock’s history is 

commendable,” said JerriAnne Boggis, Strawbery Banke Trustee and Executive Director of the 

Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire. “Under his leadership, the Museum has demonstrated a 

commitment to expanding interpretation to include more stories of African Americans, Native 

Americans, and other people of color painting a truer picture of what Portsmouth was like.” 

 

Strawbery Banke Museum serves more than 100,000 visitors annually through the daily 

program, homeschool classes, summer and vacation camps, school field trips, adult education 

classes, seasonal tours, outdoor ice-skating, and events. Additionally, the Museum has more than 

30 corporate partners and dozens of community partners and the support of more than 190 

volunteers. 

 

In addition, Yerdon played a central role in bringing to life the vision of seasonal outdoor ice 

skating at Strawbery Banke with the creation of Labrie Family Skate at Puddle Dock Pond. The 

rink serves 25,000 skaters each season through public skating, site rentals, skating lessons, and 

events, such as Seacoast Skating with the Stars, clinics, and other collaborations with numerous 

nonprofit organizations.  

 

"When I arrived in Portsmouth, Larry Yerdon invited me for a tour of Strawbery Banke and a 

briefing by the senior members of his staff. Soon after -- and right before COVID hit -- he 

welcomed me to the Skating with the Stars event at Labrie Family Skate," said Karen Conard, 

Portsmouth City Manager. "Those two memories have stayed with me, not only as my first 

wonderful impressions of Portsmouth but as an introduction that gave me an appreciation for 



 

people like Larry who work so hard to keep Portsmouth and its incredible history alive. Larry 

was the first to help me see our historic sites as places filled with passionate, energetic 

professionals committed to serving a diverse audience of visitors. Those first experiences at 

Strawbery Banke helped me understand what the pandemic put at risk in our city and how, with 

Larry's leadership, Strawbery Banke and the team were kept whole." 

 

Cynthia Fenneman, Chair of the Board, leads a search committee for Yerdon’s successor that 

includes two former museum Board chairs, Jeffrey Gilbert, Board Secretary/Managing Director, 

W.J.P. Development, LLC, and Martha Fuller Clark, recently retired state senator and historic 

preservation activist; current trustees Matt McFarland Vice Chair of Board/Principal & Portfolio 

Manager, R.M. Davis; Kathy Kane Treasurer of the Board/President and Founder for The 

Maestro Fund; Joanna Kelley, Trustee/ Portsmouth Assistant Mayor/Cup of Joe Cafe & Bar 

owner; and Jane Nylander; former Director of Strawbery Banke Museum/president emerita of 

(SPNEA)/Historic New England. 

 

For more information about Strawbery Banke Museum, visit StrawberyBanke.org. 

 

About Strawbery Banke Museum:  
Strawbery Banke Museum, in the heart of downtown Portsmouth, NH, is a 10-acre history 

museum interpreting over 300 years of history, from Indigenous history to the present day, 

through historical houses on their original foundations, heirloom gardens, traditional crafts, and 

costumed roleplayers who share the stories of the families who lived in the authentic waterfront 

neighborhood of Puddle Dock. The Museum welcomes visitors, members, schoolchildren, and 

volunteers for daily programs, exhibits, skating, and signature special events throughout the year. 

Strawbery Banke Museum is funded in part by grants from the New Hampshire Charitable 

Foundation; the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts & National Endowment for the Arts; 

the Institute of Museum and Library Services; the National Endowment for the Humanities: 

Democracy demands wisdom; and the New Hampshire Land and Community Heritage 

Investment Program. For more information and a complete calendar of events, please visit 

StrawberyBanke.org  

 

 

 


