
Making My 
Family Special 

 

A Tour of Strawbery Banke 
Museum for Cub Scouts and 

Their Families 

 
 



Think about your family. 

 
Who do you live with at home? 

Are you an only child or do you have brothers 

and sisters?  How many? 

What do the adults in your 

family do for a living? 

Does your family practice a particular 

religion? 

Did anyone in your family use to live in 

a different state or country? 

All of these things make 

up your family story. 

What foods does your family like to cook 

and eat together? 

Help Jack Wheelwright  

find his way home! 



 

 

Strawbery Banke Museum 

is a neighborhood, called 

Puddle Dock, where many 

different families have 

lived over time. 

                                          As you walk through    

                                          the museum today,  

                                          think about how 

your family is similar to and different from 

people who lived here hundreds of year ago. 

Kids in the past liked to run and 

play just like you do.  Color the 

picture of a boy rolling a hoop! 

This guide will 

help introduce 

you to some of 

the families that 

lived in Puddle 

Dock through the 

years.   

 

                Use the question circles to help you think  

                about your family story.  Share your answers 

with the rest of your group or take the guide home and 

discuss them with your own family.  Talking about your 

story will help you to remember and pass it on to others. 

 



 

 

GOODWIN MANSION (1870) 

This house has seen many children grow up through the 

years.  Ichabod Goodwin had this house built in 1811.  He 

lived here with his wife, Sarah, and seven children. 
 

How many brothers and 

sisters do you have?  Can 

you imagine how 

crowded this house must 

have been? 

The children were not allowed in all 

the rooms of this house.  Find the 

two parlors (hint: a parlor is like a 

living room).  Which one do you 

think was for children?  Do you see 

any toys that might have belonged to 

kids in the family? 

The Goodwin children were named 

Abigail, Hope, Sarah, Georgette, 

Samuel, Frank and Susan.  The 

third daughter, Sarah, was  

named after her mother and the 

family called her Sadie.   

Were you named after 

someone in your 

family?  Do you have a 

nickname? 

After exploring the house, you can go 

outside and visit the garden.  If you can find 

Mrs. Goodwin, she would love to tell you a 

story about her children.  Visit the games 

lawn and try out some of the toys, like 

Graces and Croquet, which the Goodwin 

children used to play. 

 

ACROSS 

2. One of the lawn games that the Goodwins played 

4. A colonial barrel maker 

5. The Wheelwrights cooked their meals here 

7. The Goodwin family had this many children 

DOWN 

1. The Abbotts owned this type of business 

3. The Shapiro family came from this country 

6.  The Wheelwrights had a bed made from this 

 

What did you learn at  

Strawbery Banke? 



OTHER PLACES TO VISIT SHAPIRO HOUSE (1919) 

DINSMORE SHOP – CRAFT DEMONSTRATION 

             A cooper is a craftsman who made barrels in the       

             colonial times.  Often you will find a cooper   

             demonstrating his craft at the Dinsmore Shop.   

             If he is in, stop by for a visit. 

 

FAMILY DISCOVERY CENTER – 

JONES HOUSE 

The Discovery Center is a place filled with 

toys, games, dress-up, and pretend play for 

children and adults to explore and learn.  

Hours vary so check your map to see if it is 

open today. 

 
PITT TAVERN EXHIBIT 

Have you ever stayed at a hotel or had 

dinner at a restaurant?  Visit the Pitt Tavern 

to see what a hotel/restaurant looked like in 

George Washington’s time. 

 

 
SHAPLEY-DRISCO HOUSE 

You’ve seen a 1943 grocery store.  Now 

check out the Shapley Store to see where 

people shopped over 200 years ago. 

 

THOMAS BAILEY ALDRICH HOUSE 

Visit the home of the local writer Thomas Bailey 

Aldrich, author of The Story of a Bad Boy.  Hear 

about some of the adventures that Tom and his 

friends had in the 1850s. 

 

The Shapiro family were immigrants from a place called 

Ukraine (in Europe near Russia).  An immigrant is 

someone that moves to a new country.  The Shapiros 

traveled on a ship to get to America. 
 

Have you ever traveled 

anywhere with your 

family or moved to a new 

place?  Are there any 

family stories about 

traveling that you like  

to hear? 

When the Shapiro family moved from 

Ukraine, they brought many things with 

them to remind them of home.  As you 

explore the house, can you find the 

following items that help remind the 

Shapiro family of home in Ukraine? 

 
• Samovar (Russian Tea Pot) in the Dining Room 

• Hebrew newspaper in Parlor 

• Toy samovar in Mollie’s Room 

• Trunk in Sarah & Abraham’s Room 

 

See if anyone from the 

Shapiro family is home.  

Ask about the journey to 

America and what it was 

like to travel on a 

steamship 100 years ago. 
 

Do you 

know of any 

special 

objects in 

your house 

that 

belonged to 

family 

members? 

Religion was very important 

to the Shapiro family.  They 

were members of the Jewish 

faith.  Mollie, who was 9 

years old in 1919, went to 

Hebrew school, attended 

services at Temple Israel 

and celebrated the Sabbath 

every week. 

 

Does your 

family 

practice a 

religion?  

Do you 

have special 

traditions 

that you 

follow? 



 

ABBOTT STORE (1943) WHEELWRIGHT HOUSE (1780)

The Abbott family owned this Little Corner Store 

during World War II.  People from the neighborhood 

came to get groceries, use the telephone or just sit 

outside and chat with neighbors. 
 

What do the adults 

in your house to for 

a living?  Do they 

leave home each 

day to go to work or 

do they do their 

work from home? 

This building was not only the 

store, but it was also Mrs. 

Abbott’s home.  Her kitchen was 

downstairs and her bedroom, 

living room and bathroom were 

upstairs.  It was very convenient 

for her to be able to do household 

chores and run her business at the 

same time. 
 

 Go inside the store.  See if you can 

recognize any of the items that are 

for sale. Be sure to check out the 

candy counter.  Most of the candy 

only costs a nickel in 1943. 
 

Pretend that you saved up a quarter to spend at 

the store.  What would you buy with your 25¢?  

Add up the prices and see if you have enough. 
 

The Wheelwright family lived in this house over 200 

years ago.  They did not have many of the things that 

we have today including electricity and running water.   
 

What do you want to be when 

you grow up?  Will you work 

in a family business?  Will 

you do something completely 

different from your family? 

Do you and your 

family share a love 

of special foods?  

Do you have a 

favorite meal that 

you like to eat 

together? 

Go into the house to see how 

the Wheelwright family cooked 

their meals.  Find out which 

common 18
th
-century foods are 

the same and different from the 

foods that you like.   
 

In the 1700s, beds were a 

luxury.  Most mattresses were 

made from straw or cornhusks.  

Only very wealthy people had 

more comfortable feather 

mattresses.  Most children did 

not have their own beds but 

shared with siblings. 

 

Visit the parlor and try out the 

rope bed.  Is it comfortable?  

See if you can figure out what 

each mattress has for stuffing? 

Do you have your 

own room or do you 

share with 

someone?  


