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Banke Notes
We welcome your comments about this issue of Banke Notes and encourage your ideas.
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President’s 
Message
Lawrence J. Yerdon, President & CEO

It is exciting to report that Strawbery Banke 
Museum has just completed its best year for 
attendance, ever. More than 90,000 visi-
tors enjoyed an experience here on Puddle 
Dock—time-traveling through history with 
a costumed role-player, attending a holiday 
celebration; enjoying wine or beer and the 
company of friends; learning a new craft or 
garden skill, or ice skating under the stars.

The new Visitor Center café, the extraordi-
nary shopping experience that is Pickwick’s 
at the Banke, the new craft experiences and 
the Labrie Family Skate at Puddle Dock 
Pond all demonstrated, beyond doubt, that 
an outdoor history museum can “sell.” Tell 
the story; meet the people; cook, weave or 
dig with the guiding hand of an expert; in 
an authentic, intentionally conserved and 
interpreted place, and word will spread that 
this is a unique and “must visit” experience 
for the bucket list.

Strawbery Banke has many reasons to be 
grateful for the support of those who make 
this endeavor possible. The laurels — from 
the National Trust to TripAdvisor — belong 
to everyone who has a hand in keeping this a 
place to learn, a place to gather and a sustain-
able resource for the community. 

On the Museum’s part, the promise is to keep 
imagining, to keep enchanting and to keep 
welcoming each and every person who comes 
through the gate to discover what’s happening 
at Strawbery Banke. A new season is about to 
start. In appreciation for sustaining all these 
efforts, I invite you to come see what’s new.

On the heels of the announcement that Portsmouth, New Hampshire will have its own square 
on the Monopoly board come September, Strawbery Banke Museum announces the theme of 
its 2015 exhibit is “Game On! In the Pursuit of Play on Puddle Dock.”

As those following the competition to be chosen one of the 20 cities included in the 80th 
Anniversary “Here & Now U.S. Edition” of Hasbro’s Monopoly have learned, the game dates 
back to 1904 and Elizabeth Magie’s creation of the “Landlord’s Game.” Individual and group 
games are not just a 21st century “Angry Birds” or “Call of Duty” obsession. Games are both 
fashionable reflections of their times, of cultural influences (think Parcheesi and mahjong), and 
of the evolution of leisure time and the ways in which it was spent.

Game On! In the Pursuit of Play on Puddle Dock covers another aspect of daily life in the 
Portsmouth waterfront neighborhood from 1695 to 1954. Visitors may remember card game 
settings in Pitt Tavern, playing card décor on the Thomas Bailey Aldrich House and hula hoops 
in the yard of the Shapley-Drisco House. The new exhibit, presented in the Rowland Gallery 
showcases parlor games, toys and the story of how and what people played in the Puddle Dock 
neighborhood. The exhibit includes an ivory scrimshaw cribbage board from the Strawbery 
Banke Collection, an early 20th century baseball bat on loan, and ephemera from dance halls 
and other entertainments. Oral histories, photos and diaries give depth to the exhibit’s exami-
nation of the games played, specific sites used and the personalities who created distinctive 
elements of common play. 

“Games raise our competitive edge, hone skills and perhaps most importantly, help create 
community,” commented Elizabeth Farish, museum curator. “Game On! explores the lighter 
side of life in the Puddle Dock neighborhood.” 

The exhibit is open daily, May 1 through October 31, 2015, 9 am to 5 pm. Admission is 
included in the regular daily Museum admission. 

JOIN TODAY!
JOIN OR RENEW TODAY AND ENJOY ALL OF THE MEMBER BENEFITS STRAWBERY BANKE HAS IN STORE!

strawbery banke Museum

Credit: David S. Murray, ClearEyePhotoYou are cordially invited to the  
Strawbery Banke Members Breakfast and Preview of 

GAME ON! IN THE PURSUIT OF PLAY ON PUDDLE DOCK 
SATURDAY, MAY 2, 8:30 AM

GAME ON!  
In the Pursuit of Play on Puddle Dock 
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SPOTLIGHT ON HISTORY
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SPRING NEWS

May is National Historic Preservation Month 
For the second year in a row, Strawbery Banke Museum celebrates 
National Historic Preservation Month in May with a series of lectures 
and tours focusing on local historic preservation initiatives. The 
National Trust for Historic Preservation created Preservation Month 
to encourage preservation and Main Street organizations to use this 
month-long opportunity to showcase how they are celebrating and 
saving historic places year-round. This year at Strawbery Banke, 
programs include a talk on the archaeology underway during campus 
construction at the University of New Hampshire in Durham, tours 
of the five historic sites currently completing preservation projects 
funded by the NH Land and Community Heritage Investment 
Program (LCHIP), and a presentation and discussion on the proposed 
National Register Historic District in Portsmouth.

All programs are free and open to the public and begin at the Tyco Visitors 
Center at Strawbery Banke Museum (14 Hancock Street, Portsmouth). 
Light refreshments served. For information call 603-433-1100, visit 
www.strawberybanke.org or contact Museum Curator Elizabeth Farish 
at efarish@strawberybanke.org 

THURSDAY, MAY 7, 5:30 PM
Meghan Howey, PhD., Chair of the Department of Anthropology at the 
University of New Hampshire, presents “Sustaining Cultural Heritage at UNH”

Dr. Howey discusses the impact on cultural heritage sites at the 
University during expansion and rehabilitation of the campus and 
details how she and her students are using archaeology to contribute to 
both awareness of, and the preservation of, cultural resources at UNH. 
She discusses excavations at different sites on campus, including an 

1800s train station and a WWI barracks site, as well as the broader 
challenges involved in developing a heritage management plan for 
campus.

SATURDAY, MAY 16, 10 AM – 12:30 PM
Tour of 5 Portsmouth LCHIP sites with Historic Resource Specialist 
Jenna Lapachinksi

LCHIP, the Land and Community Heritage Investment Program, is 
unique to New Hampshire. The program provides funding for capital 
projects across the state, including projects in Portsmouth covering 
everything from structural stabilization to a new roof. To qualify, 
projects must adhere to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Historic Preservation. The program explains how preservation prac-
tices achieve this mandate in functioning historic buildings. After 
the presentation, meet the project managers and tour five of the 
currently-funded LCHIP sites: Strawbery Banke’s Yeaton House, 
the Wentworth-Gardner House, the Warner House, the Gov. John 
Langdon House and the Player’s Ring.

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 5:30 PM
Peter Michaud, National Register, Preservation Tax Incentives & 
Easements Coordinator and Laura Black, Special Projects & Compliance 
Specialist, introduce the proposed Portsmouth National Register District

NH Division of Historical Resources consultants are working to 
define and survey a National Register of Historic Places district for 
Portsmouth. The program explores the project and how Portsmouth 
fits national historic preservation efforts. Time is planned for Q&A, 
following the presentation.
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April 25th is Super 
Saturday at Strawbery 
Banke! 
Three programs on Saturday, April 25th give members and visitors 
a chance to immerse themselves in the traditional crafts, historical 
ambience and seasonality of Strawbery Banke and are a welcome 
reminder of the range of interests and activities the museum 
supports.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH (RAIN DATE SUNDAY, APRIL 26TH) 
8:30AM – 12:30PM FOLLOWED BY A POTLUCK LUNCH 
FROM 12:30 – 1:30
EARTH DAY CLEAN UP DAY AT STRAWBERY BANKE 
MUSEUM – VOLUNTEER!
Celebrate Earth Day with the annual Volunteer Clean-up Day in 
the museum’s eight gardens and 10-acre grounds. Volunteers gather 
on Puddle Dock at 8:30 am for refreshments and work assignments. 
Garden work begins at 9:00. Participants should wear all-weather 
work clothes and bring along their favorite gardening tools and 
gloves. A pot luck lunch and Slow Food Seacoast heirloom seed 
giveaway follow at 12:30. Volunteers are invited to bring a dish for 
the pot luck lunch. Please RSVP to Alena Shellenbean at 603-422-
7504 or ashellenbean@strawberybanke.org or volunteers@straw-
berybanke.org

SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
HEARTH-COOKING WORKSHOP
Continuing the series of hearth-cooking experiences in Wheelwright 
House, this two-hour hands-on workshop invites participants to 
learn open-hearth cooking skills as they make and enjoy a tradi-
tional menu. At this “Welcome Spring!” workshop, participants 
will prepare a meal of dressed macaroni (macaroni & cheese), ham, 
pickled vegetables, mustard, spring greens soup, churned butter, and 
rhubarb pie. Advance registration required. $55 for members ($65 
non-members) Tickets available on the Strawbery Banke website.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH, 6:00 – 9:00 PM
WELCOME SPRING! NIGHT IN PITT TAVERN  
WITH GARY FAGIN 
Come, meet your friends and fellow Museum members in the cozy 
Pitt Tavern, built in 1766 and restored to its historic atmosphere. 
Live traditional music with Gary Fagin, local craft beer and wine, 
plus seasonal snacks. Each event sold out last year. Must be 21+ 
to attend. $20 for members ($25 for non-members) Tickets avail-
able on the secure Museum website. Many thanks to series sponsor 
Kennebunk Savings Bank.

EVENTS

2015 Archaeology Field School investigates  
Yeaton-Walsh House site 
This summer’s field school, led in two, Monday through Friday, weekly 
sessions (Session 1: June 15 – June 26; Session 2: June 29 – July 10;  
8:30 am – 4 pm) by Strawbery Banke archaeologist Alix Martin, 
focuses on recovering archaeological resources surrounding the historic 
Yeaton-Walsh House in advance of the house’s rehabilitation as part of 
the Heritage House Program. Students are trained in archaeological 
techniques and learn to identify historic artifacts. Day trips, museum 
tours by experts, and required readings on historical archaeology 
supplement hands-on efforts and introduce students to various areas 
of historic specialization. Students also work in the Carter Collections 
Center laboratory to gain experience in processing artifacts. Students 
interact with daily museum visitors and offer interpretation of the site 
and the excavation activity.

This field school does not require previous archaeological field experi-
ence. Archaeological fieldwork can be demanding, and students should 
be able to tolerate physical activity and summer weather. 

The cost, per person, per week is $350 for Strawbery Banke members 
($400 for non-members) and the field school is limited to 12 partici-
pants per session. To register, contact Strawbery Banke archaeologist 
and field school instructor Alexandra Martin at amartin@strawbery-
banke.org (phone: 603-422-7521)

SUMMER CAMPS  
at Strawbery Banke
Have fun with history in Summer Camps at Strawbery Banke! The 
past is our playground in our active, small-group programs led by 
talented museum educators. Kids explore behind the scenes, try real 
skills in authentic settings and work closely with professional crafters, 
archaeologists, character roleplayers, curators and historians. There’s 
something for all ages. Space is limited and programs fill fast! 

STORIES ALIVE (AGES 6 – 8) 8 AM – 12 PM

STORIES ALIVE! VOYAGES AND DISCOVERIES  JUNE 29 – JULY 3
STORIES ALIVE! ADVENTURE AND INVENTION  AUGUST 3 – 7

CRAFTY KIDS (AGES 8 – 10) 9 AM – 3 PM

CRAFTY KIDS: TRADITIONAL TRADES  JULY 27 – 31

BLAST TO THE PAST (AGES 8 – 11) 9 AM – 3 PM

BLAST TO THE PAST: GAMES AND SPORTS  JULY 6 – 10
BLAST TO THE PAST: KIDS IN THE KITCHEN  AUGUST 10 – 14

HISTORY AT PLAY (AGES 9 – 11) 9 AM – 3 PM

HISTORY AT PLAY: GROWING UP COLONIAL  JUNE 29 – JULY 3
HISTORY AT PLAY: GROWING UP BETWEEN THE WARS  JULY 13 – 17
HISTORY AT PLAY: GROWING UP VICTORIAN  AUGUST 17 – 21

UNCOVERING THE PAST (AGES 10-12) 9 AM – 3 PM

UNCOVERING THE PAST: BUILDING DETECTIVES JULY 20 – 24

JUNIOR ROLEPLAYERS (AGES 12 – 16) 9 AM – 3 PM

BEGINNER JR. ROLEPLAYERS: THE VICTORIAN ERA AUGUST 3 – 14
ADVANCED JR. ROLEPLAYERS JULY 13 – 24

REGISTRATION
Pre-registration is required for all programs. Cost is $250 per 
child for members ($300 for non-members) except for the Junior 
Role-player programs which are $500 for members ($600, 
non-members). Sibling/Multiple Camp Discount: Register one 
child for any summer camp at the full price and receive a 10% 
discount off each additional camp for the same child or siblings. 
To register or request more information, please contact us at 
camps@strawberybanke.org or (603) 422-7541
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